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Founder Special Events  

Hon. Dominick Della Rocca, K.M.
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Chief Mayor 

Humanitarian Award for 2005 

Lifetime Achievement Award 2006 

 Shelley Della Rocca 

Founder & Chairperson 

The Dominick Della Rocca Summer Camp Scholarship  

COMMUNITY MAYOR OF BEDMINSTER, NEW JERSEY 
MEMBER OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Community Mayors for Children with Special Needs 
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Honorary Lifetime Mayor 

Shelley Della Rocca  
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May 2, 2024

Dear Mayors and Friends, 

Once again, I am asking for your loyal support. The Special Needs Community needs us and our programs 
more than ever. The DOE’s District 75 Superintendent, Ketler Louissaint, has often said, “Our service to these 
exceptional children is essential to their wellbeing and happiness.” With our aging membership, each year now is 
more vital to our future than any other previous year. 

We are proud to celebrate this year’s honorees. Each one represents the finer side of the human spirit and 
are true heroes, humble and generous of spirit.  

We need, need, need your financial help to preserve this legacy for future generations!!

 Our "forever children" need Community Mayors more now than ever before, and WE need the children 
to remind us to be grateful and nourish our souls. We are all volunteers, and ninety-one cents of every dollar 
donated goes to our mission. 

Community Mayors is not just an organization, it is an experience! 

Visit our website and enjoy the experience and feel the kindness of giving  www.communitymayors.org.  

  VOLUNTEERS ARE THE HEARBEAT OF OUR COMMUNITY. 

THE LIFE OF A VOLUNTEER IS A LIFE WELL LIVED. 

Very personally yours, 

Shelley Della Rocca 
Shelley Della Rocca 
Chief Mayor 
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Chief Mayor &President 
Shelley Della Rocca  

 Deputy Chief Mayor & V.P.
 Vincent Petraro 

Chair Person Board of Directors 
 Christine o’Connor 

exec. Secretary          
victor cipullo  

 Treasurer 
 Kenneth Honig 

 Gala Chairpersons 
Vincent Petraro 

christine o'connor

    Journal Committee 

steve caruso, vic cipullo, kenn honig, ed post, 
dennis vourderis, steve vourderis, 

anthony sindone, warren jokoby

 Photographer / Jimmy Coppola 
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“No One Is So Tall As When They Stoop To Help A Child With Special Needs”
The Community Mayors is a not-for-profit, non-political 501 (c) (3) organization. Founded by 

“Wireless” Louis Zeltner in 1875 as the Locality Mayors, the organization included Teddy Roosevelt 
among its notable members. In 1957 the organization was reincorporated as the Community Mayors 
under the leadership of Dominick Della Rocca, K.M., and The Community Mayors began providing 
“Recreational Therapy” for children with special needs. Dominick dedicated his life to the children with
special needs for 50 years. Today, under the leadership of his daughter, Shelley, the Community Mayors 
sponsor a series of events benefiting tens of thousands of special children. This concept provides these 
children with special needs activities that gets them out of hospitals and classrooms, and allows them to 
experience many activities that would otherwise not be available to them. 

The Community Mayors membership includes business and community leaders aided by thousands 
of dedicated volunteers from uniformed service organizations, businesses, government and the community
at large. This is one of the few organizations where all the money raised for the children goes to the 
children. The most amazing thing is there is no paid staff. The members, officers and volunteers give of 
their time freely. 

The Community Mayors are very proud of their record, serving the needs of so many special children 
throughout the years. None of these activities or events would have been possible without the generous 
contributions of those who have donated their time and financial support. Our continuing success is a 
testament to their dedication and commitment. 

We emphasize the outings listed below to illustrate the wide variety of activities the children enjoy. 
The Community Mayors warmly extends its appreciation and heartfelt thanks. 

 Operation Santa Claus @ JFK Airport, Port Authority hangar #19 (4,000 Children)

































12th Avenue Santa / Dyker Heights Lights

A Day at the Circus/Ringling Bros. Barnum and Bailey @ MSG & Barclays Center (PAST) 
Intrepid Sea, Air and Space Museum

Deno’s Wonder Wheel Amusement Park

The New York Aquarium 

The Bronx Zoo 

The Prospect Park Zoo

The Staten Island Zoo 

The Brooklyn Botanical Gardens

Adventurer’s Family Entertainment Center

Luna Park Amusement Park

Athletes & Kids at St. John’s University 

Halloween Party Hayride/Floyd Bennett Field

The Dominick Della Rocca Summer Camp Scholarship Fund
Earth Day with Students from Poly Prep Country School at the Conference House, S.I.,NY

Anthony DeSantis Scholarship A ward to a Poly Prep Scholarship Student 

Visit our website and have the Experience: www.communitymayors.org
Community Mayors, Inc. 

9728 Third Avenue, Suite 632 / Brooklyn, NY 11209
(908) 268-9016 • Email: pres@communitymayors.org

Community Mayors, Inc. History 
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Dominick being installed as   
Locality Mayor of Fort Green 1950 
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Louis Zeltner  
Old Time Locality Mayors 
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T H E  C I T Y  O F  N E W  Y O R K  
O F F I C E  O F  T H E  M A Y O R  

N E W  Y O R K ,  N Y  1 0 0 0 7  

May 2, 2024 

Dear Friends: 

It gives me great pleasure to welcome everyone as Community Mayors for Children with Special 
Needs hosts its annual Mayors’ Charity Gala. 

New York derives strength from its founding promise to serve as an advocate for diversity, 
generosity, and mutual uplift, and for nearly 150 years, Community Mayors for Children with 
Special Needs has joined our city in this noble commitment. This group harnesses the goodwill 
of its volunteers—including law enforcement officials, first responders, and other public 
servants—to produce multiple activities each year that benefit young people with developmental 
and intellectual disabilities. These have included trips to Luna Park, the Bronx Zoo, the Ringling 
Bros. and Barnum & Bailey circus, and more. However, its most anticipated event is Operation 
Santa Claus, an annual holiday celebration that transforms a hangar of John F. Kennedy 
International Airport into a magical winter wonderland where children can receive free presents 
and meet Jolly Old St. Nick. It has also established the Dominick Della Rocca Summer Camp 
Scholarship Fund, which enables youth to develop their sense of creativity and independence in a 
supportive environment. Today, I am pleased to applaud Community Mayors for Children with 
Special Needs for its efforts to make long-lasting memories, empower the next generation, and 
unlock the unlimited potential of our city and its people. 

On behalf of 8.3 million New Yorkers, please accept my best wishes for a wonderful event and 
continued success. 

Sincerely, 

Eric Adams 
Mayor
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HUMANITARIAM AWARD 2024

Hon. Patrick Hendry,
President of the

Police Benevolent Association
of the City of New York

"No One Is So Tall As When They Stoop To Help A Child With Special Needs"

COMMUNITY MAYORS FOR CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL NEEDS
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Patrick Hendry is a 30-year NYPD veteran and the president of the 
Police Benevolent Associa�on of the City of New York, the na�on’s 
largest municipal police union. 

Hendry built his NYPD career as a hardworking patrol cop, first in the 
Bronx’s 46th Pct. and later in the 103 Pct. in South Jamaica, Queens, 
where he is s�ll assigned. 

Since his earliest days on the job, Hendry has had a passion for standing 
up for his fellow police officers. He started out as a union delegate in 
2002. By 2007, he had worked his way up to represent nearly 2,000 
members as Queens South Trustee. He became the PBA’s treasurer in 
2018 and kept the union fiscally healthy during uncertain economic 
�mes. 

On top of that, he served as the chairman of the PBA Widows’ & 
Children’s Fund, ensuring that the PBA upholds its obliga�on to care for 
the families of fallen heroes. 

As a member of the PBA leadership team, Hendry played a key role in 
nego�a�ng the historic contract agreement the union reached with the 
city in 2023. He has been working to build on that success since his 
elec�on as PBA President in June. 

Hendry grew up in Queens Village. His father, a union carpenter, and 
mother, a waitress, were both Irish immigrants. He and his wife Patricia, 
a school administrator, have raised four kids. 

Patrick Hendry

"No One Is So Tall As When They Stoop To Help A Child With Special Needs"

COMMUNITY MAYORS FOR CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL NEEDS
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HUMANITARIAM AWARD 2024

Will Coss

Vice President & Executive
Director of Macy's Studio and

Branded Entertainment

"No One Is So Tall As When They Stoop To Help A Child With Special Needs"

COMMUNITY MAYORS FOR CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL NEEDS
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Will Coss 

Will Coss is the vice president and executive 
producer of Macy’s Studios.  In this role, Coss is 
responsible for all aspects of the planning and 
production of the brand’s iconic annual events, 
including the world-famous Macy’s Thanksgiving 
Day Parade®, the epic Macy’s 4th of July 
Fireworks® and the imaginative Macy’s Flower 
Show®.  

Before leading Macy’s Studios, Coss has 
production experience across many of the 
leading networks and content providers in media, 
such as Nickelodeon, MTV, VH1, YouTube, VICE, 
NBC and Live Nation. 

"No One Is So Tall As When They Stoop To Help A Child With Special Needs"

COMMUNITY MAYORS FOR CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL NEEDS
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Prayer For The Mentally Challenged 

Lord, bless the mentally challenged, those 

whose minds do not grow with their bodies.  

Their disability is not often immediately visible.

  They look forward to  nothing but the 

simplest rewards of childlike desires – a warm 

smile, a touch, a kind word.

Make us, who do not share their limitations, 

more  aware of how we can help them, in 

gratitude for the mental capacities which You 

have given us.  

Protect them, Lord,  from harm;  give 

courage to their families and patience  

to their teachers, that these, your special 

children, may  reach their highest potential in 

this life.  

Then, as they are unable to seriously offend 

You, accept them into the heaven You have 

prepared for the very innocent.  

 Amen. 

"No One Is So Tall As When They Stoop To Help A Child With Special Needs"

COMMUNITY MAYORS FOR CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL NEEDS
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THE ONE AND ONLY SANTA CLAUS

SPECIAL VISIT 2024

Mayor of the North Pole

Santa Claus

"No One Is So Tall As When They Stoop To Help A Child With Special Needs"

COMMUNITY MAYORS FOR CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL NEEDS
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Humanitarian Award for 2005

HONORARY MAYOR 

Operation Santa Claus, Chairman

Frank Ferrara 

"No One Is So Tall As When They Stoop To Help A Child With Special Needs"

COMMUNITY MAYORS FOR CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL NEEDS
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Frank	Ferrara	

Frank	Ferrara	has	dedicated	his	life	and	career	to	serving	others.	

For	31	years,	Frank	served	the	people	of	the	City	of	New	York	as	a	member	of	the	NYPD.	He	
joined	the	elite	Emergency	Service	Unit	and	achieved	the	rank	of	Sergeant	Special	Assignment.	
Unfortunately,	he	was	forced	to	reHre	aIer	being	severely	injured	in	the	line	of	duty.		

Frank	grew	up	in	the	Borough	Park	secHon	of	Brooklyn	where	he	was	affecHonately	known	as	
the	mayor	of	his	block,	where	he	forged	his	friendship	with	Dominic	DellaRocca.		Dominic	
encouraged	Frank	to	parHcipate	in	the	Community	Mayors	for	Children	with	Special	Needs	
organizaHon.		Before	long,	Frank	found	himself	acHvely	involved	in	the	planning	and	execuHon	
of	OperaHon	Santa	Claus	at	JFK	Airport	which	provides	an	upliIing	experience	for	over	5,000	
severely	handicapped	children.	Frank	went	on	to	become	the	Chair	of	the	annual	event	and	
held	that	posiHon	for	20	years.	

For	15	years,	Frank	was	also	an	integral	part	of	Kids	for	Life,	a	charity	that	offered	aid	to	
terminally	ill	and	handicapped	children.		Frank	is	a	past	President	of	Kiwanis	InternaHonal	and	
conHnues	to	volunteer	for	other	community	service	groups.	

In	addiHon	to	helping	children,	Frank	is	a	coordinator	for	POPPA,	a	peer	support	network	for	
police	officers.		POPPA	is	dedicated	to	providing	a	confidenHal,	safe,	and	supporHve	
environment	for	police	officers	and	their	families	struggling	with	physical	and	mental	
challenges,	whether	personal	or	professional.	POPPA	also	strives	to	stem	the	physical	and	
psychological	impact	of	stress	in	order	to	reduce	the	risk	of	PTSD	and	suicide	among	police	
officers.			

Frank	is	also	the	Fundraising	Chair	for	the	NYPD	Police	Self	Support	group	whose	members	are	
police	officers	who	have	either	been	severely	injured	in	the	line	of	duty	or	are	suffering	from		
life-threatening	illness.	

Frank	is	a	NYS	cerHfied	emergency	psychological	technician	as	well	as	an	emergency	medical	
technician.	He	has	used	his	training	to	save	numerous	lives	by	prevenHng	suicides	or	by	helping	
those	in	medical	distress.	

Frank		and	his	wife	Annalise	are	the	proud	parents	of	Giuseppe,	a	computer	engineer,	and	
Arianna,	a	Financial	Intelligence	Analyst.	Frank,	or	Pop	Pop	as	he’s	called,	loves	to	be	beaten	up	
by	his	grandchildren	ConstanHne,	Isadora	and	Gabriel.	

"No One Is So Tall As When They Stoop To Help A Child With Special Needs"

COMMUNITY MAYORS FOR CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL NEEDS
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"No One Is So Tall As When They Stoop To Help A Child With Special Needs"

COMMUNITY MAYORS FOR CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL NEEDS
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Frank 

Smile!! 

"No One Is So Tall As When They Stoop To Help A Child With Special Needs"

COMMUNITY MAYORS FOR CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL NEEDS
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In Loving MemoryIn Loving Memory

Gail Kmitis

With profound  

sadness we honor 

A caring, kind, and 

Gentle soul. 

You will be missed

"No One Is So Tall As When They Stoop To Help A Child With Special Needs"

COMMUNITY MAYORS FOR CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL NEEDS
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Hon. Joseph Troisi, M.D 

Deputy Chief Mayor 

60 years 

Hon. Theodore Roosevelt 

NPPD Commissioner 

Locality  Mayor  

President of the USA 

American Hero WWII 

Sgt.–at -Arms 

 In Loving Memory  

Hon. Anthony N. Durso 

Former NYC Commissioner of Jurors 

Clerk of the supreme court 

CM Chief Mayor  and  Locality Mayor 
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Hon. John J. Doherty 

DSNY Commissioner 

Hon. Anthony M. DeSantis 

Board of Director 

DSNY President Columbia Assoc. 

 In Loving Memory 

Hon. John O’Connor 

Board of Director 

President, St. Patrick’s 
Day Parade 

 

Hon. Steve Brimigion 

Board of Director 

Chairman, 12th Ave. Santa 
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 In Loving Memory  

MaryAnn Cheeseman 

First Associate Mayor 

Recording Secretary 

Harry Gillan 

Honorary Community Mayor 

FDNY Volunteer 

Alberto Zamperla 

Community Mayor of  Luna Park 
Christine Needham 

Associate Mayor 

Recording Secretary 
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The heart of a volunteer
is not measured in size,

but by the depth
of the commitment to make a
difference in the lives of others

~DeAnn Hollis.

In Loving Memory

of

Our Dear Friends and Mayors
"No One Is So Tall As When They Stoop To Help A Child With Special Needs"

COMMUNITY MAYORS FOR CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL NEEDS
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Dominick Della Rocca Lifetime Achievement Award 2023

 Vincent L. Petraro

Deputy Chief Mayor & V.P.
 Humanitarian Award 2008

Dr. Joseph Troisi - Loyalty & Compassion Award 2011
Nicholas Degaeta Devotion to Duty Award 2018 

Mayor of Midtown Manhattan
Member of the Board of Directors General Counsel

Co-Chair Journal/Dinner Committee

MEMBER OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

"No One Is So Tall As When They Stoop To Help A Child With Special Needs"

COMMUNITY MAYORS FOR CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL NEEDS
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MEMBER OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Hon. Joshua Bienstock

COMMUNITY MAYOR OF WESTBURY 
Dinner Committee 

"No One Is So Tall As When They Stoop To Help A Child With Special Needs"

COMMUNITY MAYORS FOR CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL NEEDS
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Chairperson, Board of Directors

 Humanitarian Award 2013 

Hon. Christine O’Connor 

COMMUNITY MAYOR OF ATLANTIC 

HIGHLANDS MEMBER BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Co-Chair Journal/Gala Committee 

"No One Is So Tall As When They Stoop To Help A Child With Special Needs"

COMMUNITY MAYORS FOR CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL NEEDS
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Humanitarian Award 2009 

Hon. Victor Cipullo

COMMUNITY MAYOR OF KINGSBRIDGE 

 Co-Chair Op Santa Toy Room
CHAIRMAN, BRONX ZOO

JOURNAL & RAFFLE COMMITTEE 

Dr. Joseph Troisi Integrity, Loyalty and Compassion Award 2015 

Executive Secretary

Nicholas Degaeta Devotion to Duty Award 2018

MEMBER OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

"No One Is So Tall As When They Stoop To Help A Child With Special Needs"

COMMUNITY MAYORS FOR CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL NEEDS
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President, Columbia Association

Department of Sanitation New York

hON. John Gabrielle, Jr.

MEMBER OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

"No One Is So Tall As When They Stoop To Help A Child With Special Needs"

COMMUNITY MAYORS FOR CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL NEEDS
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Treasurer
Humanitarian Award 2010 

Dr. Joseph Troisi Integrity, Loyalty and Compassion Award 2014

 

Hon. Kenneth D. Honig

COMMUNITY MAYOR OF LAGUARDIA AIRPORT 

MEMBER OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Chairman - Intrepid Sea, Air and Space Museum

Chairman - Floyd Bennett Field Halloween Party

Chairman - St. John’s  Athletes & Kids

Nicholas Degaeta Devotion to Duty Award 2019

MEMBER OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

"No One Is So Tall As When They Stoop To Help A Child With Special Needs"

COMMUNITY MAYORS FOR CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL NEEDS
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Hon. Warren S. Jakoby 

COMMUNITY MAYOR OF ASTORIA, NEW YORK 

MEMBER OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

"No One Is So Tall As When They Stoop To Help A Child With Special Needs"

COMMUNITY MAYORS FOR CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL NEEDS
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Humanitariam Award 2005 

Dominick Della Rocca  

Lifetime Achievement  Award 2016 

Hon. Ton y Avella 

community Mayor of Bayside, Queens

Former, New York State Senator 

"No One Is So Tall As When They Stoop To Help A Child With Special Needs"

COMMUNITY MAYORS FOR CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL NEEDS
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Co-Chairperson of the Staten Island Zoo 
Co-Chair Prospect Park Zoo 

Hon. Linda Braun

ASSOCIATE MAYOR 

"No One Is So Tall As When They Stoop To Help A Child With Special Needs"

COMMUNITY MAYORS FOR CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL NEEDS
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Joe Branzetti
Associate Mayor

Events Committee
Prospect Park Zoo

Deno's Wonder Wheel
Adventurers Family Entertainment Center

New York Aquarium

"No One Is So Tall As When They Stoop To Help A Child With Special Needs"

COMMUNITY MAYORS FOR CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL NEEDS
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Humanitarian Award 2018

Hon. Stephen Caruso

Associate Mayor
Journal committee

Chairman design & production 
Operation Santa Claus 

Committee

"No One Is So Tall As When They Stoop To Help A Child With Special Needs"

COMMUNITY MAYORS FOR CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL NEEDS

37



Hon. Peter J. Della Rocca

COMMUNITY MAYOR OF NAPLES, FLORIDA 

"No One Is So Tall As When They Stoop To Help A Child With Special Needs"

COMMUNITY MAYORS FOR CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL NEEDS
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Humanitarian Award 2011 

Hon. Jason Friedland 

President and Owner of Shleppers 
Moving & Storage  

"No One Is So Tall As When They Stoop To Help A Child With Special Needs"

COMMUNITY MAYORS FOR CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL NEEDS
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Humanitarian Award 2008 

Hon. Alan J. Dubrow

COMMUNITY MAYOR OF KENNSINGTON 

Co-Chair Intrepid Sea, Air and Space Museum

Co-Chair - St. John's Athletes and kids Operation 
Santa Claus Committee

Honorary Lifetime  Mayor

"No One Is So Tall As When They Stoop To Help A Child With Special Needs"

COMMUNITY MAYORS FOR CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL NEEDS
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Hon. Buddy Ducalo

Honary Mayor

Chairman Adventurers’ Family Entertainment

Co-Chair Bronx Zoo 
Co-Chair Deno’s Wonder Wheel 

The Nicholas Degaeta Devotion to Duty Award 2016

 Humanitarian Award 2023

"No One Is So Tall As When They Stoop To Help A Child With Special Needs"

COMMUNITY MAYORS FOR CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL NEEDS
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Hon. John Ferrara 

Associate Mayor
Co-Chair Adventurer’s Family Entertainment Center 

Co-Chair Luna Park

"No One Is So Tall As When They Stoop To Help A Child With Special Needs"

COMMUNITY MAYORS FOR CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL NEEDS
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Hon.Tom Martin
Co-Chairman 

Operation Santa Claus

Bronx Zoo Committee

Chairman Deno’s Wonder Wheel 

"No One Is So Tall As When They Stoop To Help A Child With Special Needs"

COMMUNITY MAYORS FOR CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL NEEDS
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Hon. Eileen Gregan

Honorary Mayor 

Co-Chair Adventurers’ Family Entertainment Center 
Bronx Zoo Committee

Co-Chair Deno’s Wonder Wheel 

Chairperson NY Aquarium, Coney Island

Chairperson Op Santa Toy Room

The Nicholas Degaeta Devotion to Duty Award 2016

HUMANITARIAN AWARD 2023

"No One Is So Tall As When They Stoop To Help A Child With Special Needs"

COMMUNITY MAYORS FOR CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL NEEDS
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Dominick Della Rocca Lifetime 

Achievement Award 2017 

Humanitarian Award 2003 

Hon. Marty Golden 

COMMUNITY MAYOR OF BAY RIDGE/DYKER Hights 
Assistant to development and fundraising Catholic Charities

Former, New York State Senator  

"No One Is So Tall As When They Stoop To Help A Child With Special Needs"

COMMUNITY MAYORS FOR CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL NEEDS

45



ASSOCIATE  MAYOR 

Jo-Ann Gianinni

Journal / Dinner Committee

"No One Is So Tall As When They Stoop To Help A Child With Special Needs"

COMMUNITY MAYORS FOR CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL NEEDS
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Humanitarian Award for 2006

Hon. Marion Grefsted
 HONORARY MAYOR 

Co-Chair of Journal / Dinner Committee 

"No One Is So Tall As When They Stoop To Help A Child With Special Needs"

COMMUNITY MAYORS FOR CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL NEEDS
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MEMBER OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS EMERITUS

Hon. Frank Tabert

COMMUNITY MAYOR OF J.F.K. Airport 

ASSISTANT DIRECTOR OF HOMELAND SECURITY 

"No One Is So Tall As When They Stoop To Help A Child With Special Needs"

COMMUNITY MAYORS FOR CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL NEEDS
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Humanitarian Award 2013 

Susan Marenoff‐Zausner 
President 

Intrepid Sea, Air & Space Museum 

Lifetime Honorary Community Mayor 

"No One Is So Tall As When They Stoop To Help A Child With Special Needs"
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Humanitarian Award 2009 

Hon. Edward (Post) Esposti

COMMUNITY MAYOR OF WALL STREET

"No One Is So Tall As When They Stoop To Help A Child With Special Needs"

COMMUNITY MAYORS FOR CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL NEEDS
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Hon. Msgr. Robert J. Romano

 COMMUNITY MAYORS CHAPLAIN 

CHAPLAIN NYC POLICE DEPARTMENT

"No One Is So Tall As When They Stoop To Help A Child With Special Needs"
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Chairman Brooklyn Botanic Gardens 

Journal/Dinner Committee 

Hon. Anthony Sindone

ASSOCIATE MAYOR 

"No One Is So Tall As When They Stoop To Help A Child With Special Needs"

COMMUNITY MAYORS FOR CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL NEEDS
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Hon. Willis Smallwood 
Associate Mayor

Former President
African American Benevolent Society Department of Sanitation

"No One Is So Tall As When They Stoop To Help A Child With Special Needs"
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HONOREE 

Humanitariam Award 2023

Teresa Rizzuto 
Honorary Mayor

General Manager, Port Authority of New York & New Jersey
 The Home of Operation Santa Claus

"No One Is So Tall As When They Stoop To Help A Child With Special Needs"
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Humanitarian Award 2010 

Co- Chairman - Intrepid Sea, Air and Space Museum 

Co-Chairman - Floyd Bennett Field Halloween Party 

Co-Chairman - St. John’s Athletes and Kids 

Hon. Stephen Sultan

HONORARY  MAYOR 

"No One Is So Tall As When They Stoop To Help A Child With Special Needs"

COMMUNITY MAYORS FOR CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL NEEDS

55



President 
African American Benevolent Society

Department of Sanitation 
New York City

Hon. Barry Seaton

"No One Is So Tall As When They Stoop To Help A Child With Special Needs"
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Humanitarian Award for 2005 

Hon. Vincent Tummino

ASSOCIATE MAYOR 
AMBASSADOR, INTERNATIONAL COLUMBIA FDNY 

"No One Is So Tall As When They Stoop To Help A Child With Special Needs"
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Humanitarian Award 2015

Hon. Dennis  Vourderis 

MAYOR OF CONEY ISLAND

 PROPIETOR OF  
DENO’S  WONDER  WHEEL 

"No One Is So Tall As When They Stoop To Help A Child With Special Needs"
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Humanitarian Award 2015 

Hon. Steve Vourderis

MAYOR OF CONEY ISLAND

 PROPRIETOR OF 
DENO’S WONDER WHEEL

"No One Is So Tall As When They Stoop To Help A Child With Special Needs"
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Humanitarian Award for 1983

Hon.Ivin Feld

PAST COMMUNITY MAYOR OF NEW MEXICO AVE.,
 N.W. WASHINGTON, D.C.

Founder, Ringling Bros. Barnum & Bailey Circus 

In Loving Memory

"No One Is So Tall As When They Stoop To Help A Child With Special Needs"
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Humanitarian Award for 1990 

Hon. Kenneth Feld

COMMUNITY MAYOR OF VIENNA, VIRGINIA

 President Ringling Bros. Barnum & Bailey Circus 

"No One Is So Tall As When They Stoop To Help A Child With Special Needs"
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The Dominick Della Rocca, KM 

Lifetime Achievement Award 2012 

Humanitarian Award 1992 

        Hon. Diane McKechnie 

COMMUNITY MAYOR—BOARD OF DIRECTOR EMERITUS 
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The Dominick Della Rocca Lifetime Achievement Award 1998 

Humanitarian Award for 1982 

Hon. William L. McKechnie

COMMUNITY MAYOR—BOARD OF DIRECTOR EMERITUS
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Humanitarian Award for 1988 

Lifetime Achievement Award 2002 

Hon. Jean McFaddin

FORMER COMMUNITY MAYOR OF HERALD SQUARE 

Dear Friend and Dynamo Lady!
Thank you for the Tradition of Macy's and 
Community Mayors Operation Santa Claus

"No One Is So Tall As When They Stoop To Help A Child With Special Needs"
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Hon. Robin Hall

 Former Senior V.P. Macy’s   
Parade & Entertainment Group 

Community Mayor of Herald Square 

Lifetime Achievement Award 2011 

Humanitarian Award 2005 

"No One Is So Tall As When They Stoop To Help A Child With Special Needs"
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Hon. Amy Kule

Former, Macy’s
Group Vice President Parade 

and Entertainment Group 

Humanitarian Award 2014 

"No One Is So Tall As When They Stoop To Help A Child With Special Needs"
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Humanitarian Award 2018

hon. susan tercero
gvp, executive producer 

macy's branded entertainment, inc.
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Hon. Pat Lynch

COMMUNITY MAYOR OF BAYSIDE 
PRESIDENT, NYC PATROLMEN’S BENEVOLENT ASSOCIATION 
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Humanitarian Award 2018

Hon. Gerard Fitzgerald

 Former president Uniformed 
Firefighters Association 
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Hon. Dan Grimaldi

HONORARY COMMUNITY MAYOR 
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Owner/Developer    183 Madison Avenue, S. 1602  NY, NY 10016    ALGINNY.com

NYC
The Parkview, 108 East 96th Street 

The Pearl, 400 East 66th Street 

330 East 85th Street, 330 East 85th Street 

96th Street Townhouses, 128-136 E. 96th Street 

The Laurence Towers, 200 E 33rd Street 

The Murray Park, 120 East 34th Street 

The Liane, 315 East 21st Street 

148 East 30th Street, 148 East 30th Street 

The Townsway, 145 East 27th Street 

The Hilary Gardens, 300 Mercer Street 

530 2nd Avenue, 530 2nd Avenue 

461 Central Park West, 461 Central Park West 

Sessanta, 229 West 60th Street 

242 West 61st Street, 242 West 61st Street 

ARO, 242 West 53rd Street 

“Award of Excellence”
Council on Tall Buildings and Urban Habitat
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CONGRATULATIONS 
     TO TONIGHT’S 
        HONOREES 

Bernstein and Associates 
Life Insurance , Health Insurance , 
Disability Insurance , Annuities  

201 576 3060 

Jeff and Darlene Bernstein 
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600 Third Avenue, 22nd Fl, New York, NY 10016 • 646.253.2301 • BSK.COM

ALBANY  BUFFALO  ELMIRA  GARDEN CITY  MELVILLE  NEW YORK CITY 
ROCHESTER  SARATOGA SPRINGS  SYRACUSE  UTICA  WESTCHESTER

 Bond is proud to support 
Community Mayors for Children with Special Needs 

Providing every child they serve with the opportunities 
and accommodations they need to live their most 

fulfilling life.

Daniel F. Murphy, Jr.
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CHAMPION PARKING PROUDLY 
SUPPORTS VINCENT PETRARO 

FOR HIS HARD WORK AND 
DEDICATION TO THE 

COMMUNITY MAYORS 

center color_2024.indd   5center color_2024.indd   5 4/25/24   4:51 PM4/25/24   4:51 PM

76



CONGRATULATIONS
   to tonight's honorees for their support of the 

Community Mayors.

I would also like to thank my fellow volunteers 
for generously volunteering their time.

 Your support allows us to continue to fulfill 
our mission serving the Children with Special 

Needs in our community.

God Bless America
Vic Cipullo
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BEST WISHES  
 
 
 
 

THE FRIED FOUNDATION, INC. 
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CONGRATULATIONS 
TO THE  

HONOREES 

BRIAN MEARA 
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Congratulations  

to the 2024 Dominick Della Rocca 

Awards Recipients 

ParmesanPetes.com
7935 Airport Road
Naples, Fl 34109

239 992 3663

center color_2024.indd   12center color_2024.indd   12 4/25/24   4:51 PM4/25/24   4:51 PM

82



SYLVAN PARKING CORP. 
112-41 QUEENS BLVD. SUITE # 202 FOREST HILLS, NY 11375

(718) 575-9440 | Fax: (718) 575-9111
www.sylvanparking.com

info@sylvanparking.com 
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CONGRATULATIONS
AND BEST WISHES TO ALL OF THIS YEAR’S 

HONOREES

Patrick Hendry and Will Coss
For receiving the Humanitarian
Award 2024

Especially to 
Frank Ferrara for 
Receiving the 
Dominick Della Rocca
Lifetime Achievement
Award 2024

A Well deserved
 Honor

     Tom Martin
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Congratulations  
 

To the 
 

Honorees 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Uniformed Sanitationmen’s  
Association 

 
Local 831 – IBT 

 
25 Cliff Street 

New York, NY  10038 

center color_2024.indd   15center color_2024.indd   15 4/25/24   4:51 PM4/25/24   4:51 PM

85



CONGRATULATIONS

TO THIS YEAR’S HONOREES

Patrick Hendry

Will Coss

Frank Ferrara

And to Shelley Della Rocca for all she and her 

volunteers do and have done for many years.

In  Memory of 

our son and brother, Tommy.

Skip, Patty and Vinny Vigorita
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Thank you 

Aurora Borst 
& 

Christina Griffith 

$5,000
.00

center color_2024.indd   8center color_2024.indd   8 4/25/24   4:51 PM4/25/24   4:51 PM

87



IInn  LLoovviinngg  MMeemmoorryy  ooff  aa  VVeerryy  SSppeecciiaall  LLiiffee

HHiiss  SSppiirriitt  wwiillll  LLiivvee  ffoorreevveerr  iinn  tthhee  HHeeaarrttss  aanndd  
  LLiivveess  ooff  tthhoossee  hhee  TToouucchheedd

FFoouunnddeerr  ooff  tthhee  CCoommmmuunniittyy  MMaayyoorrss  
SSppeecciiaall  CChhiillddrreenn’’ss  EEvveennttss  

TThhee  FFaammiillyy  ooff  
DDoommiinniicckk  DDeellllaa  RRooccccaa,,  KK..MM..  
SShheelllleeyy  &&  DDeennnniiss,,  PPeetteerr  &&  MMaarriiaa  
JJooaannnnaa,,  EErriicc  ,,  HHaayyddeenn  &&  DDoommiinniicc

JJaaccqquueelliinnee  &&  MMaarriiaannoo
  EElleennaa,,  EEmmeelliiaa  &&  EEmmmmaa  

““NNoo  MMaann  IIss  SSoo  TTaallll  AAss  WWhheenn  HHee  SS ooooppss  ttoo  HHeellpp  aa  HHaannddiiccaappppeedd  CChhiilldd””  tt
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In Loving Memory of a Great Man, and 
a Good Friend to the Community Mayors 

 

Salvatore Sindone 
 

Humanitarian Award 2002 
Lifetime Achievement Award 2008 

 

 
 

Our lives are never measured by how many years we live, 
but by the happiness we give. 

 
With Love Always, 

  
Dolly, JoAnne, John, Anthony, Gina, Anthony, and Gianna 
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28 Old Fulton Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201

103 years

OUR 103rd YEAR
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GGrreeggoorryy  FFllooyydd  

  
PPrreessiiddeenntt,,  TTeeaammsstteerrss  LLooccaall  223377  aanndd    

VViiccee  PPrreessiiddeenntt--aatt  LLaarrggee  oonn  tthhee  GGeenneerraall  EExxeeccuuttiivvee  BBooaarrdd  ooff  tthhee  IIBBTT  
  

  
  

LLooccaall  223377’’ss  EExxeeccuuttiivvee  BBooaarrdd  
RRuubbeenn  TToorrrreess--VViiccee  PPrreessiiddeenntt  

DDoonnaalldd  AArrnnoolldd--SSeeccrreettaarryy//TTrreeaassuurreerr  
JJeeaanneettttee  II..  TTaavveerraass--RReeccoorrddiinngg  SSeeccrreettaarryy  

CCuurrttiiss  SSccootttt--TTrruusstteeee  
BBeenneeddiicctt  CCaarreennzzaa,,  JJrr..——  TTrruusstteeee    

                                                                    CCaatthheerriinnee  RRiiccee--TTrruusstteeee                                                                                      
                                                              

CONGRATULATIONS
TO TONIGHT’S HONOREES
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Congratulations to All the 
Honorees 

 
SEIU Local 246 AFL-CIO 

#1 for Mechanical Trades  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
 

Our Mechanics, Machinists, Service Workers, 
Body Workers, Repairmen,  

Equipment Operators, & Trades People 
 Keep New York City Rolling 

 
JOSEPH A. COLANGELO 

PRESIDENT 
 

 Anthony Reyes             Jason Vetter                    
           Vice President                        Secretary Treasurer  

 
         Mark Bardes            Harry Febo       

         Recording Secretary          Sentinel  
              

Union Trustees:  Peter Tucci ~Dominic Bavaro ~Jeff Blond   
    Business Agent: Thomas Graziano  
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WE PROUDLY SUPPORT 
Community Mayors for Children 

with Special Needs 

˜˜˜˜˜˜˜˜˜˜˜˜˜˜˜˜˜˜ 
CONGRATULATIONS  

to 
2024 Dominick Della Rocca Lifetime Achievement Award Recipient 

Frank Ferrara  
and 

2024 Humanitarian Award Recipients 
Patrick Hendry  

and 

Will Coss  

˜˜˜˜˜˜˜˜˜˜˜˜˜˜˜˜˜˜ 

PITTA LLP 
LABOR * EMPLOYMENT * EMPLOYEE BENEFITS * REGULATORY COMPLIANCE * CAMPAIGN FINANCE COMPLIANCE  

PITTA BISHOP & DEL GIORNO LLC 
LOBBYING * CONSULTING * GOVERNMENT RELATIONS * PUBLIC AFFAIRS * CRISIS MANAGEMENT  

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS * BUILDING AND FIRE SAFETY  

 111 Washington Ave, Suite 401 
Albany, New York 12210 
Telephone (518) 449-3320 
Facsimile (518) 449-5812 

120 Broadway, 28th Floor 
New York, New York 10271 
Telephone (212) 652-3890 
Facsimile (212) 652-3891 

1220 19th Street NW, Suite 600 
Washington, D.C. 20036 
Telephone (202) 505-5780 
Facsimile (202) 505-5781 
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Congratulations 
to the  

Honorees 

___________________ 

Christine & Vincent Petraro 
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The Woolworth Building • 233 Broadway Ste. 2310 New York, NY 10279 
                           (212) 437-7373 • info@cmw-newyork.com

CMW Strategies 
congratulates Community 
Mayors for Children with 
Special Needs on the occasion of its
Annual Mayors Charity Gala and special
congratulations to Vincent Petraro, Gala
Chair, and all honorees.
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Suffolk County  
Court Employees Association 

Proudly Supports

CCoommmmuunniittyy  MMaayyoorrss  ffoorr  
CChhiillddrreenn  wwiitthh  SSppeecciiaall  NNeeeeddss  

Executive Board 

GERARD GWINN 
PRESIDENT 

   JOEY GAGNON                JOHN TUFARELLA 
FIRST VICE PRESIDENT              SECOND VICE PRESIDENT 

   EFRAIN GARAY                 DANIELLE L. VIOS 
SECRETARY / TREASURER              RECORDING SECRETARY 

1363-24 VETERANS MEMORIAL HIGHWAY, HAUPPAUGE, NY 11788 
(631) 231-3983 FAX (631) 231-3986
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Paul DiGiacomo
President

Scott Munro
Vice President

Jeffrey A. Ward
Secretary

Nicholas Masi
Treasurer

DETECTIVES’ ENDOWMENT
ASSOCIATION, INC.

POLICE DEPARTMENT

CITY OF NEW YORK

REPRESENTING

THE GREATEST
DETECTIVES

EXECUTIVE BOARD

IN THE WORLD!

Tony Casilla
Borough Director, Manhattan /
Bronx / Headquarters

John J. Comer
Borough Director, Brooklyn /
Queens / Staten Island

Joseph R. Tallarine
Sergeant at Arms

Gregory W. Silverman
Chairman, Board of Trustees

TRUSTEES
Brian P. Maguire
John F. Hourican
Antonio Esposito
Rick Simplicio
Christopher J. Schilling
Timothy O’Brien
Ronald F. Luparello
Gregory W. Silverman

WELFARE OFFICERS
Gilberto Ortiz
Richard Baboolal
Ryan Johnston
Carlos Lozada
David C. Lambert
Brian Meyers
Troy Alden
Raymond L. Wittick

Congratulations to
all of tonight’s

honorees!
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Best wishes to 

A Dear Friend &
A Great & Most

Generous Humanitarian

Vincent L. Petraro
Deputy Chief Mayor & Vice President

Mayor of Midtown 

for all his efforts and generosity in
support of the work of the

Community Mayors for Children
with Special Needs

Thursday, May 2, 2024

from

Corey B. Bearak, Esq.
StrategicPublic Policy.com

Congratulations to the 2024 Honorees
for the difference they make
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Congratulations 
to the  

Honorees 
 
 
 
 

___________________ 
 
 
 
 
 

Joshua and Linda Bienstock 

"No One Is So Tall As When They Stoop To Help A Child With Special Needs"

COMMUNITY MAYORS FOR CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL NEEDS

104



BEST WISHES TO ALL THE 
HONOREES

Rina and Thomas Bove 

"No One Is So Tall As When They Stoop To Help A Child With Special Needs"
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CONGRATULATIONS 

TO TONIGHT’S HONOREES 

Patrick Hendry 

Will Coss 

Frank Ferrara 

 WAYNE JOSEPH - PRESIDENT 

"No One Is So Tall As When They Stoop To Help A Child With Special Needs"

COMMUNITY MAYORS FOR CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL NEEDS

106



 

 

In Loving Memory of 

Harry Gillen 

Buddy 

& Eileen 

 FDNY 

"No One Is So Tall As When They Stoop To Help A Child With Special Needs"

COMMUNITY MAYORS FOR CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL NEEDS

107



"No One Is So Tall As When They Stoop To Help A Child With Special Needs"

COMMUNITY MAYORS FOR CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL NEEDS

108



The Officers & Board of 
Directors of the Columbia 
Association New York City 
Department of Sanitation 

proudly support the 
Community Mayors for 
Children with Special 

Needs and wish to 
congratulate their 2024 

Humanitarian and Lifetime 
Achievement Award 

honorees!

Officers
Anthony Casaletti
Vice President

Francesco Romano
2nd Vice President

Vincent Misseri
Treasurer Secretary

Andrew Contrino
Executive Secretary

Anthony Saporito
Recording Secretary

James Sammartano
Corresponding Secretary

Thomas Bove
Sergeant At Arms

James Minore
Chairman

Antonino Fortunato
Special Events Chairman

Board of Directors
Richard Avella
Cory Bandera
Anthony Bianco
Charlie Bove
Mike Bove
Nicholas Caputo
Thomas Franzone
Steven Maurelli
Peter Mauro
William Monti
Karl Schuff
Kristen Shalbinski
Ignazio Sutera
 Brian Tullo

Steven Cimino
Advisor

Todd Strier
General Counsel
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“ C O N E Y  I S L A N D ,
T H E  P L A Y G R O U N D  O F

T H E  W O R L D "
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BEST WISHES TO THE 

COMMUNITY MAYORS
FOR CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL NEEDS 

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL OF TONIGHT’S 

AWARD RECIPIENTS 
FOR ALL OF YOUR OUTSTANDING EFFORTS 

CORRECTION CAPTAINS’ ASSOCIATION, INC. 
CORRECTION DEPARTMENT - CITY OF NEW YORK 

30-50 WHITESTONE EXPRESSWAY, SUITE 400
FLUSHING, NY 11354 

(718) 243-0222       FAX (718) 243-0228

PATRICK FERRAIUOLO …..….………………………PRESIDENT 
PAUL IDLETT ……..…..………………..FIRST VICE PRESIDENT 
LEON BRITTON ………..…….…..…SECOND VICE PRESIDENT 
OTIS BLOUNT……….…..…...……………………….. TREASURER 
JAHAIRA ALMODOVAR......………... FINANCIAL SECRETARY 
LAWRENCE DeBIANCHI..........….…..………………SECRETARY 
JOSEPH FERRAMOSCA ..…….……LEGISLATIVE CHAIRMAN 
SARDOU AUGUSTIN...........….….…………SERGEANT AT ARMS 
ASHAKI JONES……….……………………………………TRUSTEE 
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Comprehensive Professional Systems Inc.
11 Hanover Square, 8th Floor, New York, NY 10005

Tel: (212) 675-5745 Fax: (212) 675-1147
www.CPSOPTICAL.com 

Proudly serving union members and their families for over 40 years! 

is proud to support the 
Community Mayors for 
Special Children Annual 

Mayors Charity Gala
Congratulations to the Award Honorees of 

2024!

Edward P. Boles
President

Brad Miles
Executive Vice President

"No One Is So Tall As When They Stoop To Help A Child With Special Needs"

COMMUNITY MAYORS FOR CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL NEEDS

112



IN MEMORY 

OF 

Jerome (Jerry) Parker

A GOOD FRIEND AND MENTOR 

WHO DEDICATED HIS LIFE TO THE EDUCATION 

AND WELL BEING OF CHILDREN 

THE WORLD IS A BETTER PLACE BECAUSE OF HIS EFFORTS 

AND HE WILL BE TRULY MISSED 

And Congratulations to 

Tonight’s Honorees 

Alan Dubrow 

"No One Is So Tall As When They Stoop To Help A Child With Special Needs"
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for being the voice to create economic security, justice and a better 
future for women, families, and communities in New York.

Congratulations to our honorees:

WE SALUTE
Community Mayors for Children with Special Needs for their 
dedication to creating opportunities for mentally and physically 
challenged children. 

At EmblemHealth, we go beyond coverage to support the health 
of our communities. Thank you Community Mayors for Children 
with Special Needs for going beyond to make a difference. 
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Congratulations to all the Honorees 

 

 

"No man is as tall as when he stoops to  

help a handicapped child"   

could not be truer! 

 

Dominick Della Rocca was small in height, but 
was a giant among men for what he  

accomplished for children. 

 

It was an honor to continue his work. 

 

RIP my friend, 

 

Frank Ferrara 
 

"No One Is So Tall As When They Stoop To Help A Child With Special Needs"
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Do You Suffer From: 
• Diabetic wounds 
• Chronic bone infection 
• Acute arterial insufficiency 
• Radiation related problems 
• Necrotizing infections 
• Decompression Sickness 
• Carbon Monoxide Poisoning 
• Crush Injuries 
• Gas Gangrene 
•Non-healing wounds 
• Stroke, Autism, Cerebral 

Palsy, Multiple Sclerosis 
(MS), Traumatic 

• Brain Injuries 
•Parkinson Disease 
• Alzheimers* 

ERRY 

Hyperbaric Oxygen 
Therapy Can Help 

• Sports Injuries Happy Feet in the office of Andrea Hyperbaric, 
Wound Care and Podiatry Center 

Physician Friendly, Patient Focused 
We offer a full array of podiatric services to help you maintain healthy feet, 

using a state of the art laser machine to treat fungal nails & warts 

Please read about our specific services. 
• Achilles Tendon • Ankle Instability • Ankle Sprains • Arthritic Foot & Ankle Care 

• Athletes Foot • Bunions • Calluses • Corns • Crush Injuries • Diabetic Foot 
• Flat Feet • Fungus Toenails • Geriatric Foot Care • Hammertoes • Heel Spurs 

• Ingrown Toenails • Injuries • Neuromas • Plantar Fasciitis • Warts 

WE ARE OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK. 
WE OFFER YOU: Convenient Patient payments plans with CareCredit. Fast recovery, 

Personal approach, Minimized pain. Most Insurances are accepted. 

Dr. Mary Andrea 
STATE OF THE ART PODIATRY & WOUND CARE 

Podiatry & Wound Care Hyperbaric Center 
46-04 31ST AVENUE, LONG ISLAND CITY 

718.482.0010 
Most insurances and Medicare Plans accepted. Accredited by the National Undersea and American College Hyperbaric Medicine *Some insurance accepted. 
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Uniforms
Jackets
Hats
T-Shirts
Embroidery
Tackle Twill
Silk Screening

150-32 12th Road
Whitestone, NY 11357
t: (718) 747-6444

Uniforms
Jackets
Hats
T-Shirts
Embroidery
Tackle Twill
Silk Screening

email: metsstitch@aol.com
www.stitchesny.com
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In memory of  

Ruth Shapiro 

 
“One Tuff Old BrOad” 

 
And in recognition of the nurses, doctors and staff at 

Nassau University medical center ICU 
“YOu never gave up On ruThie” 

 
 

With love 
Susan, Fran, Kenn, Samantha, Andrea 

And Her family & friends 
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New York Police Chief’s 
Benevolent Association, Inc.

Is proud to support

The Community Mayors
in their mission to provide 

recreational opportunities for 
special needs children

Robert Caron, President
Bruce Blakeman, Executive Director

NYPCBA
2470 North Jerusalem Road – Suite 301

North Bellmore, NY 11710
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The Port Authority Police
Command Staff Association

Is proud to support
The Community Mayors’
Operation Santa Claus

Robert Sbarra, President
Richard Ruiz, Vice President
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The Theodore Korony  
Post #253 

American Legion Family 
 
                                                                                                          

  Legion Post #253 Officers                                             Auxiliary #253 Officers                                   

Anthony Ferrara, Commander                                               Judy Lanci, President                                                                                         
                               Dave Leich, 1st Vice Commander                                          Carolyn Engeldrum, 1st ViceP resident

                                                                                                                             Sammy Ravelo, 2nd Vice Commander                                   Lorraine Johnson, 2nd Vice President                                                                                                      
John Lanci, 3rd Vice Commander                                          Dianne Lanci, 3rd Vice President

                                                                                                               Colleen McCarthy, Adjutant                                                  Jan Salveggi, Finance Officer                                                                           
                                       Hon. Y. Gonzalez-Taylor, Finance Officer                            Kate Devine, Chaplain

                                                                                                                Gene Defrancis, Chaplain                                                      Dolores Stoltze, Sgt. At Arms
                                                                                                               Charlie McDougall, Sgt. At Arms                                                                                                                                                       

                                               Patrick Devine, Judge Advocate                                            Squadron #253 Officers                                                                                
Tom Hansen, Historian                                                           Gabriel Mujica, Detachment Commander 
                                                                                                  Joe Ferriolo, Vice Commander

                                                                                                                                                        .                                                                                                 Arthur Cullen, Chaplain 
                                                                                                  Tony Salimbene, SAL Advisor     
              

Korony Post Color Guard - Guy Richardson, Charlie McDougall, Sal Caruso, Christine Ryall, 
 Gabriel Mujica & Ed McGee 

                                                                     

“For God and Country”              
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I’m worried I’ll miss having fun with 

the Community Mayors 

 

Linda Braun 
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THE LAW OFFICES OF MDASR, LLP 
& SEAN RIORDAN, ESQ.  

ARE PROUD TO SUPPORT 
THE COMMUNITY MAYORS FOR CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL NEEDS

THANK YOU FOR ALL
THAT YOU DO FOR THE

COMMUNITY!
WE ARE HERE FOR YOU!

SPECIALIZING IN:
WORKERS’ COMPENSATION
DISABILITY PENSION 
SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY

866.557.7500
P R O T E C T I N G  W O R K E R S  T H R O U G H O U T  N Y  S T A T E

CALL US TODAY FOR A FREE CONSULTATION!

inquire@nycomplaw.com nycomplaw.com
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Tipping Our Cap to 
Community Mayors for Children

with Special Needs 
for 70 Years of Miracles! 
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BEST WISHES 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RABIN MANAGEMENT LLC 
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To the Community Mayors for Children  
with Special Needs 

Thank you for all of the work you  
do. 

Congratulations to Frank Ferrara, Patrick 
 Hendry and Will Coss 

Retired Detectives, Police Department 
City of New York 

Rich Santangelo, President 
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THE RETIRED POLICE ASSOCIATION OF THE STATE OF NY 
SUPPORTS THE  

COMMUNITY MAYORS FOR CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL 
NEEDS ANNUAL MAYORS’ CHARITY GALA 

 
 

 
 

GALA TAKES PLACE ON, MAY 2, 2024 - 6:00 pm 
AT THE 

EL CARIBE COUNTRY CLUB 
BROOKLYN, NEW YORK  

 
CONGRATULATIONS ON YOUR ANNUAL CHARITY GALA 

PRESENTING THE DOMINICK DELLA ROCCA AWARDS 
 

KEVIN D. HASSETT 
PRESIDENT OF THE RPA 

"No One Is So Tall As When They Stoop To Help A Child With Special Needs"

COMMUNITY MAYORS FOR CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL NEEDS

134



CONGRATULATIONS 

TO OUR 

2024 HONOREES 

________ 

Ann & Frank Tabert 
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Congratulations  
Community Mayors 

 
2024 Honorees 

Cav.Vincent A Tummino 

Community Mayor FDNY
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Hsiang L. Chen, M.D., F.A.C.O.G. 

 
Congratulations to  
All the Honorees 

 

Obstetrics and Gynecology 

1112 Park Avenue 

New York, NY 10128 

Tel: (212) 369-8192 

Fax: (212) 369-8356 

CONGRATULATIONS TO TONIGHT’S HONOREES
 

908-884-1125     https://www.chrismichaelsband.com/    
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GVS proudly supports the annual

Mayors’ Charity Gala for 
Children with Special Needs

When you take advantage of your GVS vision benefits, 
we’ll donate a pair of glasses to someone in need. 

800.VISION.1  
generalvision.com

® The vision company dedicated to 
America’s unions and proud of our  
union office staff, Local 153 OPEIU.
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Congratulations to  

 all the Honorees 

Communion Mass & Breakfast

New York City Fire Department

HOLY NAME SOCIETY
Jubilee 2024

99th�eCommunion Mass & Breakfast
In Memory of Our Fallen Fire�ghters

New York City Fire Department

HOLY NAME SOCIETY
Jubilee 2024

99th�e
����������������������������������������������

�������������������������� �����
���
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Critical Incident Management 

 And Training, Inc. 
 
 

Is proud to recognize and support the fine work done by 
Kenneth D. Honig, CEM 

Community Mayor of LaGuardia Airport 
and 

The Community Mayors 
 

The Best Emergency Managers Always Have Plan C 
 

www.cimat.net 
516-316-3000  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Susan A. Honig, CPA 
Is proud to support the mission of 

The Community Mayors 
 

“No one stands as tall as when they stoop to help a handicapped child” 
 

HonigTax@aol.com 
516-785-0008 
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Congratulations to the Honorees 
 
 
 
 

Orange County Deputy Sheriff’s PBA 
 

Goshen, New York  10924 

Congratulations and Best Wishes 
 
 

Ninth Judicial District Court 
Employees Association 
White Plains, New York 
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The Richmond County Public Administrator Congratulates  
Community Mayors for Children with Special Needs  

on Your 2024 Annual Mayors’ Charity Gala & 
Congratulations to Your 2024 Honorees: 

 
Dominick Della Rocca Lifetime Achievement Award 

Frank Ferrara 
 

Humanitarian Awards 
Patrick Hendry ♦ Will Coss 

 

BEST WISHES VINCENT PETRARO  
PUBLIC PARKING INC. 

 
Ben Sands           Craig Sands 

45-46 Court Square, LIC, NY  11101 
212-486-6888  
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Our sincere gratitude to the Board 
and most particularly to my dear friend 

Vic Cipullo for your tireless efforts 
 

 

Richard J. Katz 
Attorney at Law, L.L.P. 
14 Wall Street, Suite 6B 

New York, New York 10005 
(212) 233-1515 

rjkatz@rjkllp.com 
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Dominick Della Rocca Summer Camp Scholarship 
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Disability is a 
matter of per-
ception.  

If you can do 
just one thing 
well, you're 
needed by 

someone. 

158



To be kind is more important than to be 
right. Many times, what people need is not 

a brilliant mind that speaks but a special 
heart that listens.  

159



New York Aquarium 
Our first event post Covid 
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New York Aquarium 
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St. John's Athletes & Kids 
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Operation Santa Claus 
Thank you 

Investors Bank 

AUTl)M: 

)AME ROAD, 

)AME BRIC�), 

DIFFERENT \IIEW. 
---NICT GONZALE� 
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Operation Santa Claus 

iJ 13 J3 

$ {:ODD•• 

ornm,.m1h_ J!'a.�� � Qj 
t)ol\0..0'1 01'\d ;,.,., 
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Operation Santa Claus 
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Operation Santa Claus 

170



Operation Santa Claus 

Thank you SANTA! 

171



Operation Santa Claus 

thin3s in li.fe are not thin3s, 

The�'re people and places, 

memories and pictures. 

The�:
f re f eelin3s and moments 

c\ smiles and lau3hter. 
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Operation Santa Claus 
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Operation Santa Claus 

Success, not flawlessness, must be 

the goal for every child with autism, 

because it's both vital and attainable. 

"Perfect" no more exists and is no 

more worth striving for than 
" al "norm 

Things Every Child 1• 

1Shes You Knew 

174



Operation Santa Claus 
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Operation Santa Claus 
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Operation Santa Claus 
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Operation Santa Claus 
Sometimes 

angels 

are disguised 

�� as kids with 

special needs 

,:,,.,..,._," ta teach us haw 

ta be better 

people 
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JAMES C. COPPOLA 

Official Photographer for 

Community Mayors 

Congratulations to all of this year’s  

distinguished Honorees! 

 

Studio Photography 

Communions, Confirmation, Christenings, Bar mitzvahs  

Child & Family Portraiture 

By appointment only: 718-748-4248 

jccphoto@aol.com 

181



Thank you 

Aurora Borst

&

Christina Griffith

$5,000
.00
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Thank you to the  

Port authority of NY & NJ 

The home of  

Community mayors’  

Operation Santa Claus 
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THANK YOU SHLEPPERS 

187



Thank you 
John Durso, President 

For your continued support serving

our children with special needs  
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CONGRATULATIONS
TO TONIGHT'S HONOREES

Patrick Hendry
Will Coss

Frank Ferrara

Darlene & Jeff Bernstein
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CONGRATULATIONS 

TO TONIGHT'S HONOREES 

Patrick Hendry 

Will Coss 

Frank Ferrara 

190



Thank you 
For your continued support! 

Richard Steinberg, President 

Nationwide Mortgage Bankers 

191



Thank you 
President NYPD PBA, Patrick Hendry, 

For continuing a seven decade tradition of   

friendship and support! 

192
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